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Pastor’s Reflection

Greetings to you in the name of Christ!
When I adopted my dog, Moses, I knew that he had tested as heartworm positive and    would eventually need to receive treatment for it. This week he received a shot to treat       the heartworms. As many of you know, with heartworm treatment comes the dreaded     crate-rest. For the next few weeks, Moses will need to keep his heart rate down and will     not be allowed to play. Moses does lazy very well, but when he does want to play, it is     hard to get him to relax a little. I have feeling that these few weeks of rest will be  challenging for both Moses and myself. But the treatment in necessary for him to live a  long, happy, and full life.  

More often than not, our own visits to the doctor come away the same: the treatment will help in the long run, but it won’t be pleasant to go through. Our spiritual lives are the same  as well. There are times when God will bring something to our attention that needs  treatment. It may be a particular attitude toward others, or a belief that needs to be challenged, or a relationship that needs to be maintained or repaired. But often, like Moses, we will end up in a time of painful healing. I know for myself, that the process of changing and healing can often deter me from wanting to do anything about it. However, we need the help of the Great Physician to show us where we need healing, to lead us through that  painful but necessary process, and to strengthen us as we recover into a new understanding  of ourselves and others. 

May we all seek out the advice, care, and healing offered to us by God as we continue on in this journey of Advent. 
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP


“I am the Alpha……and the Ωmega.”
† 9:45 am                                        Gathering
Worship begins as the children of God gather in the name of Christ.  

  9:55 am Quiet time for Reflection

10:00 am Invocation Chorus “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” vs 1,2     UMH 211
Lighting of the Advent Wreath     


“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”   vs 7
Announcements

Welcome and Holy Greeting
                         

            Angela Underwood
Opening Prayer
Hymn of Praise                   "Emmanuel, Emmanuel"                              UMH 204
Scripture Reading                            Psalm 126

         
         Carl Hanson


Children's Moments

                             Sherri Heronime
†                                                     Proclamation

Prayer for Illumination (on screen):






Scripture Reading:                         Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11          Rev. Mary Kathryn Allen                     
Proclamation                                 "Christmas Future"         Rev. Mary Kathryn Allen
†                           Congregational Responses of Heart and Life
Affirmation of Faith
Apostles’ Creed


 UMH 881

Hymn of Hope
“Angels, We Have Heard on High” vs 1,2,3,4   
 UMH 238
Anthem
“Let There Be Light”


       Choir
†
Sending Forth 

Go forth in the name of Christ – to be the church.

Stewardship


Doxology
Hymn of Benediction 
"Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates" vs 1-4 
UMH 213           
Blessing and Dismissal
Postlude

Calendar

Today:  December 24th 2017


Sunday School
  8:45 am
Boondocks-Children's Ministry 
10:15 am

Worship
10:00 am

Christmas Eve Service
5:30 pm
Upcoming:


   Tuesday, December 26th 
   Men's Coffee                                 7:30 am
   Sisters in Christ                           10:00 am    
Serving You Today
Acolytes:
Youth Volunteers
Pianist & Choir Director:
Laura Bodenmann
Children’s Church:
Volunteers
Sound Tech:
Volunteers
Nursery:
Frances Rios
Ushers:
Robert Mikkelsen


Buddy Moore
Greeters:
Sandy Burgher

Kathy Moore
Pastor                   Rev.
Mary Kathryn Allen
Flowers:               

Flowers next week:        

Please sign up on the Flower Calendar for dates you would like to fill.  You may place them "in honor or memory of" a special day or person/persons.
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For Your Daily Prayers

New Concerns 

Elizabeth Bodenmann, Joanna Hanson, Gary Hayes Family, Larry Mingus, 

Cody Pittman, Logan Sink Family, Deb Mingus Smith, Alicia & Michael Wiese;  
JJ Bink, Dr Jean Foster Bolton Family, Dale Frolik, Ken Miller.
On-going Concerns 

Brian Aaron, Tina Amenta, Peggy Ashton, 
Pat Bell, Paul & Grace Bernhard, Susan Brady, Lorrie, Phillip, Greg & Stinson Brock, Don & Gloria Coon, Lori Cooper, Preston Cryan, Frances Czina, Don Forrester, Sr., Xander Foy, Steven Garza, Bertie Geci, Diane White Hartley, Alan Herrington, Billy & Ann Herring, John Hinton, Mark Jones, Lynn Kosick, Paul Lorenc, Jenny Lott, Kim Moore, Janie Mitchell, Bobby Murphy, Brandie Niolon, Diane Geci Reitz, Courtney Reynolds, Carol Rupp, Jacob Seitz, Leland Stewart, Evelyn Suprise, Anna Woodard, Jody Ward, Norm Wiley, Isobel Work.
Other Concerns:

Military & Families, Victims of injustice,

Government leaders at all levels. 

.
Marlow United Methodist Church

P.O. Box 430

Summerdale, AL 36580

251 988 8563

Email: marlowum@gulftel.com
Website:  www.marlowumc.org
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/Marlow UMC
News & Announcements
5:30 THIS EVENING IS OUR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE.  Don’t miss this special time with your family and your church family.
White Christmas Program – you can still donate to the United Methodist Children’s home through December.  Be sure to mark envelope if donating cash or write “White Christmas” on info line of check. 
Sunday, DECEMBER 31, 8:45:  On the last Sunday of each month we meet before Sunday School classes for an assembly.  Announcements and recognitions are made at this time.  Please plan to attend.
RIVER CROSSING FOOD PANTRY 
The pantry will resume regular schedule in January, the 2nd & 4th Thursdays.
                     
    Welcome  

             to the
   River
        Crossing
So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David.
Luke 2:4
Advent,

Fourth Sunday
December 24th, 2017 
Marlow United Methodist Church                                           

